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Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals

Although your system console is likely the Hardware Management Console (HMC), you might need to use
additional or alternate consoles, interfaces, or terminals for certain systems management functions.

Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals requires careful attention to procedures to avoid undesirable
results. This topic collection provides the procedures you need to change the console, interface, or terminal
with which you manage your systems.

The procedures you use to change consoles, interfaces, or terminals varies depending on your current and
future console, interface, or terminal configuration. The following topics group these procedures by console,
interface, and terminal type.

Printable PDF
Use this to view and print a PDF of this information.

• 

Concepts for changing your current configuration of consoles, interfaces, and terminals
Learn more about why and in what circumstances changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals can
give you greater control over your systems.

• 

Changing your current configuration to the Hardware Management Console
Learn how to change your current console, interface, or terminal to the HMC.

• 

Related information
Learn more about your console choices and how to manage your systems with the variety of consoles
available to you.

• 

Printable PDF

Use this to view and print a PDF of this information.

To view or download the PDF version of this document, select Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals
(about 250 KB).

Saving PDF files

To save a PDF on your workstation for viewing or printing:

Right-click the PDF link in your browser.1. 
Click the option that saves the PDF locally.2. 
Navigate to the directory in which you want to save the PDF.3. 
Click Save.4. 

Downloading Adobe Reader

You need Adobe Reader installed on your system to view or print these PDFs. You can download a free copy
from the Adobe Web site (www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html).

Parent topic: Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals
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Concepts for changing your current configuration of consoles,
interfaces, and terminals

Learn more about why and in what circumstances changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals can give you
greater control over your systems.

If your business demands different management capabilities than your current console, interface, or terminal
delivers, you can change it. You might choose to change your console, interface, or terminal for one of the
following reasons:

Additional management features:

In many cases, you can have multiple consoles, interfaces, and terminals connected to your systems.
This is typically done to increase the management control over servers and systems. For example,
some users have a graphics terminal that is used by an application program. This graphics terminal
might also be used as an interface for certain management functions. In these and similar cases,
changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals is a matter of changing the active communications
device without connecting or disconnecting hardware.

• 

Changing administration personnel:

In some cases, you might need to add or change administrators for a system, and the skill sets of the
new administrator might favor a different console choice.

• 

System service:

You might need to connect a console or terminal to your system for special service functions or for
access by service providers.

• 

Parent topic: Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals

Changing your current configuration to the Hardware Management
Console

Learn how to change your current console, interface, or terminal to the HMC.

For a variety of reasons, you might need to change your console, interface, and terminal configuration to the
Hardware Management Console (HMC). The HMC offers unique management options that make it a required
system for certain managed systems. For more information on why you might need to change your current
configuration to the HMC, see the Solutions with the Hardware Management Console topic.

You can change your configuration from several consoles, interfaces, or terminals that manage your managed
system to the HMC. The following topics enable you to follow the appropriate procedures to change from each
initial console, interface, or terminal to the HMC.

Changing the configuration from ASMI and SMS to HMC
This procedure can help you change the console that manages your managed system from the
Advanced System Management Interface (ASMI) and the system management services (SMS)
menus to the Hardware Management Console (HMC).

• 

Parent topic: Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals

Changing the configuration from ASMI and SMS to HMC

This procedure can help you change the console that manages your managed system from the Advanced
System Management Interface (ASMI) and the system management services (SMS) menus to the Hardware
Management Console (HMC).

If you are changing your servers without partitions to a partitioned system, you need to change your console
from its current configuration to the HMC. Your current configuration can include the ASCII terminal or a PC

Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals
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that is used to access the ASMI and a graphics terminal that is used to access the SMS menus.

These instructions assume that you are not disconnecting your graphics terminal. You can disconnect the
graphics terminal after following these instructions.

To change your console from devices with the ASMI and the SMS, complete these steps:

Power off the ASCII terminal or the PC that you are using to access ASMI, and then disconnect
terminal or PC from the server.

1. 

Set up the HMC, ensuring that the following configurations are set:
Install the HMC as a DHCP server.a. 
Verify that the Ethernet cable from the HMC is plugged into the service processor.

The HMC automatically finds the IP address of the service processor in step 3.

b. 

2. 

Access the ASMI using the HMC. To access the ASMI menus, open a Web browser on the HMC and
enter the IP address of the service processor. For more information, see Accessing the ASMI using a
Web browser.

3. 

Use the HMC to start the SMS menus. Perform these steps:
Access the SMS menus while the AIX or Linux partition is booting.a. 
From the main menu, select option 4 (Select Console) and follow the instructions on the
display.

b. 

4. 

Parent topic: Changing your current configuration to the Hardware Management Console

Related information

Learn more about your console choices and how to manage your systems with the variety of consoles
available to you.

This topic is closely related to the following:

Planning for consoles, interfaces, and terminals

This topic helps you understand your console, interface, and terminal options and guides you through
the process of choosing system communication configurations.

• 

Other topics related to consoles, interfaces, and terminals

Solution planning• 

Managing the Hardware Management Console• 

Managing the Advanced System Management Interface• 

Managing the system management services• 

Managing AIX and Linux consoles and terminals• 

Parent topic: Changing consoles, interfaces, and terminals
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