
Ever wonder why it is that you can
play sophisticated 3-D games on
your laptop computer (well, maybe

your child could if you’d allow it but, of
course, it’s a business computer), but you
need a heavy-duty workstation to just
review or approve a 3-D drawing from
your CAD software? Well, wonder no
more.  Instead, read our feature article
about using Virtual Frame Buffers. Virtual
Frame Buffers allow you to check the
details of a design drawing back at the
office while you are in your hotel room
on a  trip to confer with your client. Now
you can tap into the power of your home-
office graphics software using the same
laptop computer that has become a faith-
ful traveling companion.

Perhaps, you’ve heard of a new lan-
guage, “XML”, and wonder how you, as an
AIX developer, can make the best use of this
new technique. Check out our article on
that subject and you’ll know. Also, find out
how system administrators can take advan-
tage of the  new  features in the AIX
switchuser (su) command. Also, find out
how programmers can visually profile an
application’s performance data at the proce-
dure and source statement level on the
RS/6000 SP system. Our article introduces
this X-Windows based profiling environ-
ment. As you can see, this issue has more
than a few things to hold your interest.

So, the next time someone at the water
fountain asks you, “How do I make AIX sys-
tem calls from a Java program using Java
Native Interface (JNI)?”, you’ll be prepared
with an answer. IF you’ve read this month’s
Question and Answer section.
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If I Can’t CAD,
I’m DOOMed!

George Noren

COMMENTARY


